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So Uncle Sam’s secret guardians 


41" "WARNER BROS.’ thrilling 
comb the sky in search of the 


world’s most dangerous spies! 
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Vitaphone Shorts 


'"PORKY'S NAUGHTY NEPHEW'— 
makes his sea shore vacation a wave 
of salty tears. Shore fun for all. 
4802 — Looney Tunes — 7 mins. 


@ 
NATURAL COLOR adds to the 


wonder of science. Reveals unusual 
activities of the weather bureau, 
and new developments in television. 
"Mechanix Illustrated." 4603 — The 
Color Parade — 11! mins. 


MUSICAL REVIEW featuring toe- 
tapping Hal LeRoy and charming 
blonde June Allyson in a fast-step- 
ping bit of divertisement. "The 
Knight Is Young." 4013 — Broad- 
way Brevities — 20 mins. 


TECHNICOLOR CARTOON — 
‘Johnny Smith and Poker Huntas' 
satirizes the famous historical inci- 
dent in an uproarious manner. 4503 
— Merrie Melodies — 7 mins. 


TECHNICOLOR saga of the Na- 
vajo Indians. Presents highlights in 
the daily life of a formerly magni- 
ficent tribe. Many unposed scenes. 
‘Pow Wow.’ 4401 — Technicolor 
Specials — 9 mins. 


'HAPPY FELTON AND OR- 
CHESTRA' play in a way to make 
you relax and say, "That's music 
with a smile — the Happy Felton 
style." 4705 — Melody Masters — 
10 mins. 


Official Billing 
WARNER BROS. 40%, 


Pictures, Inc. Presents 5%, 


SECRET SERVICE OF THE AIR 


100%, 


RONALD REAGAN 50% 


JOHN LITEL @ ILA RHODES @ JAMES STEPHENSON @ EDDIE FOY, JR. 
30° 


Directed by Noel Smith 10%, 


Original Screen Play by Raymond Schrock Ey 


Based Upon Material Compiled by 
W. H. Moran, Ex-Chief of U.S. Secret Service 2% 


A Warner Bros. Picture 5%, 


f JR. SECRET SERVICE 


Start an organization of Junior Secret Service 
in your locality and you'll have a ready made 
audience for the entire series of Secret Service Adven- 


tures. This opens a field for exploitation which can be 


Here's How To Get 
The Most Out Of It: 


1. Youngsters are invited to join through advance an- 
nouncements on screen, publicity stories in local paper, 
programs, ads and announcements distributed around 
schools, boys clubs, playgrounds, etc. 


2. Local newspaper cooperates by sponsoring group 
and devoting space to stories on “How To Help Your 
Law Enforcement Agencies.” 


3. Members are given official cards and badges. Re- 
verse side of membership card shows key to secret code. 
Heralds written in code are mailed to members an- 
nouncing each Secret Service Adventure picture. 


4, Special contests for members include the decipher- 
ing of special code messages, model plane building, 
essays on history and duties of U.S. Secret Service. 


9. Conduct special Saturday morning or after school 
matinees for club members. Speakers from police, 
safety and fingerprint bureaus address the group. Kids 
are given inexpensive kites bearing copy: “Member of 
the ‘Secret Service of the Air’.” 


6. Start a club magazine featuring gossip concerning 
club members, contests, winners’ names, plugs for new 
Secret Service pics, etc. 


HEY! 
KIDS 
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as big as you make it. 


This is to certify that 


The owner of this card promises 
to be on the lookout for dang 
ous spies and to follow the thri 
ing exploits of the secret service 
on the screen at the 


er- 
ill- 


[ THEATRE IMPRINT ] 


OPERATIVE 
No. 666 


Chief of Jr. Secret Service 
(FRONT) 


MEMBERSHIP CARD same size as shown is avail- 
able in mat form to be printed locally with theatre 
imprint. Can be used for all pictures in Secret 
Service Adventure Series. Order mat No. 202 — 30c. 


KEY TO SECRET CODE 


J-r S—x 
Ki 9 T—e 


L— s 
M—c 


N —z 
O—f * 
P—'y 
Q—h 


U—m 
ae P 
W—i 
xX— vy 
Y—n 
Z— tu 


ONE-SHOT CONTEST FOR NEWSPAPER — HERALD — NEWSETTE 


Decipher this secret message and win a pair of guest tickets to the Strand Theatre to see the action thriller 
“Secret Service of the Air.” FREE tickets will be awarded for the first twenty-five correct solutions. Mail or 


bring your answers to the Strand Theatre. To make it easier we're giving this clue: A—d; B—e; C—f; D—g. 


DECODED MESSAGE Is; SECRET SERVICE SMASH AIR SPY RINGS THAT THREATEN AMERICA 
' SEE THE AMAZING INSIDE STORY IN SECRET SERVICE OF THE AIR. 


Kk -] 


(BACK) 


REVERSE SIDE of membership card could carry ad 
plugging current Secret Service Adventure or key 
to secret code as shown above. This code is more 
difficult than the simple one used for contest below. 
Secret messages to Junior Secret Service members 
are deciphered by means of this key, which is part 
of mat No. 202. 


VHFUHW VHUYLFH VPDVK DLU VSB ULQJV WKDW WKUHDWHQ DPHULFD 
VHH WKH DPDCLQJ LQVLGH VWRUB LQ VHFUHW VHUYLFH RI WKH DLU 


a 


Play Up The fact That. This Picture 9s Based On Material 
Compiled by W. dH. Monan, ~x-(Chiof, U. S. Secret Sowice 


GET OFF TO A FLYING START 


1. Still exhibit or models showing how planes have improved in recent years. 


Large searchlight, from landing field or Army Post, is set up on marquee. 


Roulette wheel with propeller instead of usual indicator. Each patron is hand- 
ed numbered card. Those holding winning numbers grab off ducats. 


“Orientator,” borrowed from local aviation school, is placed in sarees with pa- 
trons given a try at working it. 


Borrow “ ‘wind-sock"” from local airport and set up over theatre with your play- 
date painted on the sides. 


Cut-open airplane motor borrowed from airport and set up in lobby foyer. 


HEADLINE DISPLAY 


Recent spy scare in New York City 
has inspired countless feature stories 
in newspapers throughout the country. 
Clip a few headlines and mount on 
display board in montage fashion. 


Add scene stills and selling copy: 
“From the headlines to the screen —, 


‘Secret Service of the Air’ — NOW you 
can see the amazing, inside story of 
how Uncle Sam’‘s Secret Service 
smashes international air spies!” 


DEALER TIE-UP STILLS 


RONALD REAGAN: 


PRR! oe oto. LOSERS: RR 13 
Poe Cee oo 5 cc. ce es RR 39 
Sport mweater .2.80........... RR 46 
. JOHN LITEL: 
MERE? nee cad Ndeh ge eae Seea JL 20 
Wiedd Tie: ...eeeS Seek, ore ee JL 44 


Order these specially prepared stills from 
Campaign Plan Editor. The complete set of 
five — 40c; individually 10c. 


BOOKSTORE TIE-UPS 


Picture is based on material compiled 
by W. H. Moran, former chief of the 
U. S. Secret Service. Promote book 
windows featuring displays on secret 
service experiences, spy stories, avia- 
tion stories, etc. Include scene stills and 
selling copy: “Now you can SEE the 
amazing, inside story of how Uncle 
Sam's Secret Service tracks down and 
breaks up vicious spy rings. “See Se- 
cret Service of the Air.” 


FIND LOCAL ACES 


In large cities where police departments have air divi- 
sions, try to find some anniversary date to tie in with 


opening of the picture. Arrange for newspaper stories - 


comparing the exploits of some of the pilots in this de- 
partment to those in “Secret Service of the Air.” 


ADS MAKE DISPLAYS 


Make use of ad blowups as special lobby and front dis- 
plays. They carry type and illustrations in just the right 
layout to set up the film in slick dramatic style. A “See” 
display with emphasis on the spy angle should be an 
important part of your front. 


TECHNICAL EXHIBIT 


Nothing like a display of the real thing. 
Borrow as many airplane instruments 
as you can from local flying school and 


set up in lobby. Also parachutes, fly-— 


ing togs, etc. Add a batch of scene 


stills and small cards to identify the - 


various instruments. 


USE FINGERPRINT TEST 


SCHOOL CONTEST 


Tie up with local airlines and police 
to stage an essay contest in schools 
on the importance of airplanes in mod- 
ern crime detection. Limit composi- 
tions to three hundred words. Guest 
tickets to writers of best ones. Police 
officials act as judges. 


CONTACT KIDS 


Youngsters will be interested in this 
show. Reach them through Junior Se- 
cret Service Organization (see oppo- 
site page); conduct contest for distance 
flights of hand-made planes; prizes for 
best made drawings of modern planes 
— done in crayons or pen and ink. 


TRANSMITTER IN LOBBY 


Conduct an identification finger printing test in your 
lobby in cooperation with local detective bureau. Work- 
ed out in an official or unofficial way, it always attracts 


attention. Members of your Junior Secret Service Organ- 


ization could act as attendants. 


Get local radio operating fan with a fairly elaborate and 
efficient short wave set to rig it up in your lobby. He might 
carry on two-way conversation with planes all of which 
is heard through loudspeaker. Scene stills and selling copy 
is used to dress up the display. 


SPECIAL STORIES 


Newspapers in border and coastline 
cities should be receptive to feature 
stories concerning the work of the. se- 
cret service of the air in thwarting 


smugglers and counterfeiters. Check 
and see if such stories have been pub- : 


lished recently; clip a few and place 
on display in lobby. 


AMATEUR PHOTOS 


Contest for best snapshots of an air- 
plane scene will interest amateur pho- 
tographers. All photos are exhibited 
in lobby along with name and ad- 
dress of owner. Patrons vote for win- 
ners or photo ed of local newspaper 
could act as judge. Prizes are photo- 
graphic equipment. 
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FROM THE FILES 


Set up a real steel file in lobby week 
in advance of showing. Placard car- 
ries copy: “From the files of W. H. 
Moran, former chief of U. S. Secret 
Service comes the inside story of Un- 
cle Sam's guardians — see it all in 
‘Secret Service of the Air’ on the screen 
of this theatre beginning Friday.” 


ADVANCE PUBLICITY 


(Lead Story) 


‘“Secret Service Of The Air”’ 
First Of New Thrill Series 


‘“Secret Service of the Air,’’ 
which comes to the Strand Theatre 
on Friday, is heralded as the first 
out-rider of a veritable cavalcade 
of thrilling and absorbing screen 
entertainment, for it is the first 
in a series of pictures being pro- 
duced by Warner Bros. which will 
deal with the exploits of the men 
of the United States Secret Ser- 
vice. 


All of the films in the series will 
be based on material compiled by 
W. H. Moran, former chief of the 
Secret Service, and therefore will 
be but thinly disguised dramati- 
zations of actual adventures ex- 
perienced by the members of this 
famous and colorful Federal law 
enforcement agency. 


The hero of ‘‘Secret Service of 
the Air’? — and he will remain 
the central character of the series 
— ig the tall, good-looking, charm- 
ing and intensely virile Ronald 
Reagan. There is no doubt that 
he looks the part, and his sensa- 
tional rise to prominence in scarce- 
ly more than a year of screen act- 
ing indicates that he will act it to 
the hilt. 


Appearing opposite him in the 
first picture of the series — and 
probably throughout — will be a 
blonde newcomer to the screen, 
named Ila Rhodes, who is regard- 
ed by Warner Bros. as the most 


EXOTIC NEW STAR 
IS PART INDIAN 


One of the most sophisticated- 
looking — you might even say ex- 
otic-looking —- blondes in pictures 
today is Ila Rhodes, new Warner 
Bros. featured player whose name 
back home was Ila Rae Curnutt. 

Her daddy drove a covered wag- 
on in the land rush into Cherokee 
Strip. After that he continued to 
drive covered wagons and freight 
wagons in the wilder parts of 
Oklahoma. He established a num- 
ber of freight lines. His business 
flourished, naturally, where rail- 
roads were lacking, so Ila’s early 
grammar school days were spent in 
several small towns. 

Tla took drama courses at Okla- 
homa City 
University and 
acting at the 
Pasadena 
Community 
Playhouse. No 
screen test 
was given her 
when Warner 
Bros. signed 
her. 


They found 
she could act. 
So she got the feminine lead in 
‘“Seeret Service of the Air,’’ first 
of a Warner Bros. series starring 
Ronald Reagan, which comes to the 
Strand Theatre next Friday. 

Ila’s pioneer American connec- 
tions go far back. On both sides 
her parents’ family trees are fes- 
tooned with covered wagin pio- 
neers, with explorers, scouts and 
Indian fighters. 

One of her forebears was a full- 
blooded Cherokee Indian girl. The 
remarkable thing about this ma- 
ting was that from it came a baby 
boy as blonde and blue-eyed as his 
Dutch-English father. 


© VITAGRAPH, Inc. 
Mat 103—15c 


Ila Rhodes 


That Slant Explained 


Eyes that slant upward are a 
mark of beauty by Hollywood stan- 
dards. Rosella Towne, in ‘‘ Secret 
Service of the Air,’’ the Warner 
Bros. picture at the Strand Thea- 
tre, accents the upward tilt of hers 
by drawing a pencilled line at the 
outer edges and carefully smudg- 
ing it upward. Curling her lashes 
and pointing them outward also 
helps the slant-eye effect along. 


promising young actress signed by 
the studio in recent years. 

Others who will appear through- 
out the series include John Litel, 
Eddie Foy, Jr., and Larry Wil- 
liams, while the most prominent 
members of the cast of ‘‘ Secret 
Service of the Air’’ who will prob- 
ably not appear again inthe series 
because they are killed or sent to 
jail in the first story are James 
Stephenson, Rosella Towne, An- 
thony Averill and Bernard Nedell. 


Starting as a story about coun- 
terfeiting, which is the chief con- 
cern of the Secret Service, the first 
picture, which was scripted by 
Raymond Shrock and directed by 
Noel Smith, develops into an excit- 
ing tale about the smuggling of 
aliens into the United States by 
alte 

At the outset, Reagan is a trans- 
port pilot working on a China Clip- 
per, but he is taken into the Secret 
Service to perform a hazardous 
task upon the request of Litel, an 
official of the service, who is a 
close friend of his. The task is to 
go to jail and gain the confidence 
of a convict regarded as the key 
man in an alien-smuggling ring. 
He soon gets the information he 
needs, which leads him to Los 
Angeles and an air-taxi service, 
implicated in the alien-smuggling 
business. How he breaks up the 
gang and jails its leaders forms 
a film that is super-charged with 
thrills and action. 


SIGNED AS INGENUE 
PLAYS SIREN PARTS 


Benjamin Franklin’s blood is in 
the motion picture industry today, 
and running through the veins of 
a pretty red-headed siren. 


There isn’t a more direct line 
of descent from that famous old 
philosopher and statesman than 
the one represented in this gene- 
ration by Rosella Towne, Warner 
Bros. featured actress. Her moth- 
er’s name is Viola Franklin and 
from her the line traces right back 
on the paternal side, with even a 
second-cousin-marriage to bind the 
relationship tighter. 


Rosella, screen-tested when fresh 
from high school to be an ingenue, 
almost immediately became a si- 
ren. She won, according to a 
cameraman, ‘‘promotion to meat- 
ier vamp roles by the roll of an 
eye and the curl of a lip.’’ 


Maybe the red hair has some- 
thing to do with it, too, even 
though she hasn’t been in many 
Technicolor films. But certain it 
is that the glances the young lady 
(so recently out of high school!) 
can bestow, and a semi-pout of her 
scarlet under-lip devastates the 
boys at any visible range. 

Franklin experts on the Warner 
lot are inclined to think the shade 
of old Benjamin looks on with ap- 
proval. It seems he had many a 
gayer thought than he penned for 
the general public and future gen- 
erations to contemplate. 

Recently Rosella used her screen 
wiles on Ronald Reagan in ‘‘ Secret 
Service of the Air,’’ first of a 
Warner Bros. series starring Rea- 
gan, which opens at the Strand 
Theatre next Friday. 


Foy Is Soft Touch 


Eddie Foy, Jr., asked his broth- 
er Charlie and the latter’s apart- 
ment-partner, Maxie Rosenbloom, 
if he could sleep on a divan at 
their place one night. 

‘‘T gave my room to a hobo,’’ 
said Eddie. ‘‘He told me a hard- 
luck story that made me want to 
shoot myself for being so lucky!’’ 

Eddie, Jr., stage star, had just 
been signed by Warner Bros. for 
two films, ‘‘Women in the Wind’’ 
and “‘Seecret Service of the Air,’’ 
the latter of which opens at the 
Strand Theatre next Friday. 


see 
% 
Siac a 


Mat 201—230¢ 


GUNS AND GANGS are much in evidence as Ronald Reagan, hero 
and star of the thrilling “Secret Service Adventures” films, is held 
captive in “Secret Service of the Air,” first of the series. Others in 
the Warner Bros. picture opening at the Strand Friday include 
Rosella Towne, Ila Rhodes, John Litel, and James Stephenson. 


Ronald Reagan Stars As 


‘“Secret Service”’ Agent 


It wasn’t actually war but an 
umpire was needed to settle a dis- 
pute at Warner Bros. over the ser- 
vices of Ronald Reagan. 

Reagan was recently announced 
as star of a series of Secret Ser- 
vice pictures to be produced by 
Warner Bros. He has already com- 
pleted the first, ‘‘Secret Service 
of the Air,’’ which opens at the 
Strand Theatre next Friday. 

The series is completely planned 
and scheduled for six pictures in 
advance, with only brief intervals 
between pictures, as the demand 
for series at this time is astonish- 
ing. 

Meanwhile producers of other 
pictures at the Warner Bros. Stu- 
dio would like Reagan’s services 
also. His work in ‘‘Brother Rat’’ 
has made them anxious to have 
him in their partieular epies. 

Most recent of incidents in this 
incipient warfare was the an- 
nouncement that Reagan would be 
cast in an important role of ‘‘ Dark 
Vietory,’’ with Bette Davis, 
George Brent and Humphrey Bo- 
gart, and he’ll have to sandwich 
that assignment in between his 
Secret Service starring films. In 
other words, there’ll be no rest for 
Reagan. 

Somewhat different is the situa- 
tion with John Litel, who is also 
in ‘‘Seeret Service of the Air.’’ 
Litel, who appeared in prominent 
roles in ‘‘Jezebel,’’ ‘‘The Life 
of Emile Zola,’’ and many other 


films, was being lined up for 
‘¢Juarez,’’ but was ceded finally 
to the group picture producers be- 
cause he has been registered per- 
manently in not one but two series. 
He’s Nancy Drew’s father im 
‘‘Nancy Drew, Detective,’’ and 
others of the series starring Boni- 
ta Granville. 


Production schedule planners say 
the task of dividing Litel’s time 
between the two series pictures is 
trouble enough, without complicat- 
ing it by putting him in other 
films. 

At other studios those in series 
pictures seldom work in others, and 
then only when a break in sched- 
ule permits. The same rule holds 
true with Warner Bros.’ establish- 
ed series, the adventures of ‘‘ Tor- 
chy Blane.’’ Glenda Farrell, Bar- 
ton MacLane and Tom Kennedy 
are held for use in that series only. 


Pronounce It Raygan 


Ronald Reagan, Warner Bros.’ 
athletic young star, doesn’t mind 
if you use his nickname, ‘‘ Dutch.’’ 
What does irk Reagan, however, 
is mispronouncing his very Irish 
last name. It isn’t ‘‘Ree-gan,’’ 
but ‘‘Ray-gan.’’ He’s the star of 
the first of a Warner Bros. series 
of Secret Service pictures, ‘‘Se- 
cret Service of the Air,’’ which 
begins a week’s engagement at the 
Strand Theatre Friday. 


Litel Was Speeial Agent 


For Government As Youth 


John Litel, playing a Secret 
Service man in ‘‘Secret Service of 
the Air,’’ first of a new series at 
Warner Bros. starring Ronald Rea- 
gan, which opens Friday at the 
Strand Theatre, was once working 
for that branch of the Treasury 
Department himself. 

At the same time he was work- 
ing for his banker father, John E. 
Litel, in Albany, Wisconsin. 

The Secret Service was on the 
trail of counterfeit money which 
seemed to emanate from that gen- 
eral territory. Young Litel was for 
a time enlisted, as were others in 
the employ of other banks, as spe- 
cial agent to assist the Treasury 
Department in chasing down the 
bogus bill makers. 

Maybe it was because he didn’t 
have a hand in catehing the coun- 
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terfeiters, and because all the ex- 
citement of the chase died down, 
that Litel resigned his job in his 
father’s bank. He turned to ditch- 
digging — actually swinging pick 
and shovel. And that led to a var- 
iety of trades which made him ul- 
timately pop up — at the age of 
26 — as an actor in Grace 
George’s company playing ‘‘Cap- 
tain Brassbound’s Conversion,’’ 
the G. B. Shaw piece. 

He came to Hollywood and into 
pictures rather recently, but has al- 
ready won a big reputation with 
parts varying from bits to leads, 
as in ‘‘Aleatraz Island,’’ and in 


a short subject he won the Acad- 
emy Award. As a Secret Service 
official in ‘‘Secret Service of the 
Air’’ he has an important role. 


THUGS STAY DEAD 
IN NEW ‘SECRET 
SERVICE’ FILMS 


Vice is to be punished and vir- 
tue rewarded in an unusual new 
‘“Seeret Service Adventure’’ se- 
ries produced by Warner Bros. 

Villains, it was decided in offi- 
cial conference, who are killed or 
imprisoned by law in one film 

gcan’t reappear even in another 

character in another film of the 
same series. This means actors 
who play villains that get caught 
in the series films will be barred 
from playing more than once in 
a series. 

The issue came to light in con- 
nection with ‘‘Secret Service of 
the Air,’’ first of a Warner Bros. 
series of films dealing with the 
U. 8. Secret Service, starring Ron- 
ald Reagan, which will open next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 

According te the explanation of 
the director, Noel Smith, char- 
acters in series pictures become so 
closely tied up with the actors who 
play them that cast changes get 
an immediate protest. 

Just as the public refuses to 
have different actors play the same 
character in various pictures of a 
series, so they feel that a villain, 
once ‘‘put away’’ by the law in a 
series, should stay put away. The 
actor who played him is so identi- 
fied with the character in the pub- 
lic mind that the actor can’t come 
back once the character has been 
disposed for eternity or a twenty- 
year ‘‘stretch’’ that is, unless a 
jail-break or a resurrection is film- 
ed to explain the phenomenon. 

As a result actors in the Secret 
Service series who are doers of 

good deeds 
rather than 
evil, and there- 
fore don’t run 
afoul of the 
law, can come 
in and out of 
the series—al- 
ways playing 
the same ehar- 
acter — at the 
whim of sce- 
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bad boys and 
girls who take 
punishment as prescribed by drama 
rules and the censor organiza- 
tions are out of luck, as far as 
further appearances go. 


James Stephenson 


In ‘‘Secret Cervice of the Air,’’ 
villains James Stephenson, An- 
thony Averill, Bernard Nedell and 
John Ridgely are thus automatic- 
ally ruled out of future adventures 
with Reagan ond the rest of the 
good boys. They’re all caught and 
either killed or put away for long 
‘‘stretches,’’ according to Direc- 
tor Smith. 


At that rate of four villains per 
picture, twenty-four separate vil- 
lains would have to be used for the 
six films of the series planned so 
far. Smith declares, however, that 
this only ‘‘scratches the surface’’ 
of Hollywood’s market of capable 
villain portrayers. There’s a vamp, 
too, who must not appear again. 
She’s played by the pretty and 
able red-head, Rosella Towne. 

Virtuous characters of the first 
picture include those played by the 
blonde heroine, Ila Rhodes; the 
hero’s pal, Larry Williams; the 
comedy-relief purveyors, Eddie 
Foy, Jr., and various secret service 
men headed by John Litel. These 
may go on and on in the series, 
their relative importance resting, 
to some extent, on public reaction. 


Just Took Pictures 


Ronald Reagan and a girl friend, 
armed with candid cameras, tour- 
ed the ‘‘jitterbug’’ joints several 
nights, snapping couples in funny 
gyrations. That’s getting to be a 
popular Hollywood sport. Ronnie’s 
latest Warner Bros. picture, ‘‘Se- 
eret Service of the Air,’’ is com- 
ing to the Strand Theatre. 


EX-SECRET AGENT 
LAUDS NEW TREND 
IN CRIME FILMS 


Motion pictures can—and should 
—hbe great aids to law organiza- 
tions such as the Secret Service 
and Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, according to William H. 
Guthrie, a former member of the 
U. S. Secret Service who is now 
head of the location department 
at the Warner Bros. Studio. 

‘Part of the strength of such 
organizations is the fear and re- 
spect they inspire in the hearts of 
law-breakers and would-be law- 
breakers,’’ Guthrie explains. ‘‘In- 
sofar as films glorify them, impress 
on the public their efficiency and 
integrity, motion pictures about 
them are a great help to them. 

Since Guthrie now works at a 
studio, he is much interested in the 
effect of pictures made by his 
company on problems of law and 
order. The series of Secret Service 
pictures starring Ronald Reagan, 
headed by ‘‘Secret Service of the 
Air,’’? which opens Friday at the 
Strand Theatre, wins his approval. 

‘<Pictures of this nature make 
fine story material for the screen 
and definitely glorify the U. S. 
Secret Service,’’ says Guthrie. 
‘“They are from the files of my 
friend, William H. Moran, , ex- 
Chief of the United States Secret 
Service. Believe me, in those files 
is a wealth of material for motion 
picture use—plots that move and 
have power and ingenuity, for they 
arise from the real-life battle that 
is always going on between re- 
sourceful crooks and law organi- 
zations. 

“‘T believe there should be an 
international attempt, among 
friendly nations, to glorify their 
police organizations by way of 
films,’’ he declares. ‘‘When we 
film something about Scotland 
Yard, we should see that it is au- 
thentic — and being authentic, it 
will be complimentary to this or- 


ganization. In turn when the Brit- - 


ish companies film a picture deal- 
ing with one of our public organi- 
zations they will benefit all con- 
cerned by showing their honor, in- 
tegrity and efficiency, rather than 
the reverse. 


‘SPECS’ MADE HER 
EYES LOVELIER 


Rosella Towne, possessor of ‘‘ the 
most beautiful eyes’’ in pictures, 
got them by wearing glasses. 

The Warner Bros. red-head, who 
has won lots of beauty honors be- 
sides the specific award for entic- 
ing optics, was 
fitted for 
glasses several 
years ago, for 
corrective pur- 
poses. She had 
a tendency to 
squint when 
she read or 
sewed. 

Within less 
than a year 
her eyes had 
changed com- 
pletely in ap- 
pearance, due to a relief of mus- 
cular tension. They became larger, 
brighter and more liquid-like. 

Miss Towne played a beguiling 
siren—air hostess by profession— 
in ‘‘Secret Service of the Air,’’ 
the Warner Bros. picture starring 
Ronald Reagan which opens next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


ODORS? 
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Rosella Towne 


New Party Idea 


John Litel entertained the cast 
and crew of his latest Warner 
Bros. picture ‘‘Secret Service of 
the Air,’’ which is coming soon 
te the Strand Theatre, with a 
‘‘tree planting’’ bee, and a bar- 
becue dinner done to a turn. 
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DANGER LURKS IN THE CLOUDS — and Ronald Reagan has his 
arms full protecting beautiful Ila Rhodes in a scene from “Secret 
Service of the Air,” first in the new “Secret Service Adventures” 
series opening Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


MY BUSINESS IS ACTING 


By Ronald Reagan 


(Young Mr. Reagan is the star of ‘‘ Secret Service of the Air,’’ 
the first picture in a new ‘‘Secret Service Adventure’’ series 
produced by Warner Bros., which opens Friday at the Strand.) 


Some actors out here seem to 
take fan mail as a matter of 
course, and put it through machin- 
ery that reminds me of a Ford as- 
sembly line. Questions answered 
here, autographed photos inserted 
there, signatures farther along and 
sO on. 

I haven’t reached that stage. 
It’s still a kick to me to get let- 
ters from all over the world. I 
can’t get over the surprise at the 
fact that people become interested 
enough in an actor to write to him. 

There’s one sort of query I get 
from the more-or-less home-towners 
who never knew me personally but 
know the towns and scenes familiar 
to me in childhood. They say in 
a hundred different ways, ‘‘How 
is Hollywood different to live in 
from Dixon’ — or Rockford — or 
Galesburg — Chicago — Tampico 
— Monmouth ? ? ?’? 

At first that stopped me. It did 
seem a great deal different, for 
some reason I couldn’t quite an- 
alyze. At last I think I’ve found 
the answer I’ve fumbled for in 
replying to those letters. 

Those places in my mind were 
places where I lived, rather than 
worked. I’d work somewhere but 
always go home to where I lived. 
In other words, my old home town 
of Dixon was where I lived. Hol- 
lywood is where I work. I can’t 


exactly get the idea of living here, 
because it does not seem much 
more like home than, let’s say, a 
department store during the rush 
hour. 


Mind you, we don’t work terri- 
fically hard, or long, and we have 
time between pictures — usually. 
Ten or eleven hours a day at the 
studio when working, and nothing 
to do between pictures but pose 
for photographs, make personal 
appearances, entertain conventions 
that come to town, and little chores 
like that. 


The reason it seems as though 
we’re always working and never 
safely at home to relax is because 
there isn’t any genuine relaxation 
possible. The telephone rings, and 
it’s either something important 
and annoying or something trivial 
and annoying—but always part of 
your work, your business of being 
an actor. 


No, I think of childhood days 
as days in a restful homeland. 
Later in Chicago, and at Eureka 
College, and in Des Moines, I was 
working hard, but always had 
hours of peace and relaxation at 
home. 


But don’t get me wrong, as a 
certain columnist says—I do love 
Hollywood. It may not be rest- 
ful and homey but it is exciting. 


Famous Athletes Among 
‘Dutch’ Reagan’s Pals 


Bob Feller, boy pitching sensa- 
tion of the American League, grin- 
ned all over his handsome young 
face when he got a glimpse of 
Ronald Reagan at the Warner 
Bros. Studio. ‘‘ Hiya, Dutch!’’ he 
yelled. And Reagan—whose nick- 
name is, indeed, Dutch, responded 
with an equally effusive greeting. 

Which is another way of saying 
that Ronald Reagan’s most fanat- 
ical fans are in the sports frater- 
nity—fellows who are accustomed 
to the plaudits of their own fans. 
They are boxers, wrestlers, foot- 
ball players, tennis players—ama- 
teur and professional—and above 
all, baseball players. 


Professional athletics, journal- 
ism and acting tempted young 
Reagan even before he was grad- 
uated from Eureka College in IIl- 
inois. He didn’t turn pro—except 
to serve as life-guard for several 
seasons. But he did turn to jour- 
nalism and then sports commenta- 
ting on the air, next best thing to 
continuing in athletics as a career. 


In this capacity he met all the 
sports heroes. He was in Califor- 
nia with the Chicago Cubs, on their 
spring training trip two years ago, 
when a motion picture agent per- 
suaded him to take a film test. The 
test was a good one, whereas Rea- 
gan had thought—in fact he had 
had a sneaking hope — that it 
wouldn’t be. So he had his deci- 
sion made for him; he turned final- 
ly to acting, being featured lead 
in his first picture, ‘‘Love is on 
the Air.’’ 

When Bob Feller caught up with 
Reagan for a visit, he was at an- 
other crossroads of his career— 
doing his first starring film. This 
is ‘‘Secret Service of the Air,’’ 
first of a Warner Bros. series of 
Secret Service pictures, which will 


NEW STAR KEEPS 
HER REAL NAME 


Probably the first young actress 
ever to win an argument with a 
studio over changing her name is 
Ila Rhodes, who is leading lady 
opposite Ronald Reagan in ‘‘Se- 
eret Service of the Air,’’ first pic- 
ture of a Warner Bros. series, due 
at the Strand Theatre on Friday. 


la is her real name. The studio 
changed it to Irene, over Miss 
Rhodes’ protest. The youthful ac- 
tress, who hails from Oklahoma 
City and Oklahoma University, via 
the Pasadena Community Play- 
house, promptly launched a cam- 
paign to have her name changed 
back again. The studio gave in. 


““Rhodes,’’ however, isn’t her 
real last name. That is Curnutt, 
and even Ila agreed that it was 
not a good screen name. 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 


Lt. ‘Brass’ Bancroft ............ RONALD REAGAN Hamrick .......... 
po ie AR OMEN eDiets Nault John Litel MS, 
Pamela Schuyler .............................. Ila Rhodes Dawson ........... 
Jim Cameron........................ James Stephenson Ed Powell ....... 
Gabby Watters ..............0........... Eddie Foy, Jr. Klune .............. 


Zelma Warren 


Rosella Towne 
Larry Williams 


Anthony Averill 


Cliff Durrell 


John Ridgely 


Morrow 


John Vicary .... 


SER agCE a Stan ee .Bernard Nedell 
Pte, pleas Frank M. Thomas 
Pr hath ee Joe Cunningham 
Eee id: Ae entre! Morgan Conway 
See ere hee Raymond Bailey 
Pa rie SMA RRP ea ee John Harron 
SO ee I eee Sidney Bracey 
Pay Lune dence stern en Gay Usher 


Ban ene 0) Herbert Rawlinson 


PRODUCTION STAFF 


Directed by 
Original Screen Play by 


Based Upon Material Compiled by 
H. W. Moran, Ex-Chief of U.S. Secret Service 


ates cae Ted McCord, A.S.C. 


Photography by 


Gowns by ........ 
Sound by ........ 


SLs Noel Smith Film Editor .................................Doug Gould 
f ahde Raymond Schrock Art Director yer are ewe eed Nar trey it dic 
aye id eae Dialogue Director .................Frank Beckwith 


aN 8 aa Pore Howard Shoup 
DR RON Ory os cede aE Dolph Thomas 


open next Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. The plots of all the pic- 
tures in the series will be taken 
from the files of William Moran, 
ex-Chief of the U. 8. Secret Serv- 
ice, and therefore will not only be 
thrillimg and action-packed but 
also based on fact. 


He has squired quite a number 
of Hollywood beauties, but denies 
akhy intent of becoming engaged in 
the immediate future. Meanwhile 
he keeps up his athletics, and keeps 
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in excellent shape. He did all his 
own fighting in ‘‘Secret Service 
of the Air.’’ In season he plays 
semi-pro baseball whenever pos- 
sible, and playground football, 
basketball and soccer. He also likes 
to ride and is a cavalry Lieutenant 
in the Reserve Officer’s Training 
Corps. 


DIRECTOR EMOTES 
MORE THAN ACTOR 


The most active and intense 
actor on any of Director Noel 
Smith’s pictures is Director Noel 
Smith. 


No other director is so active 
behind the cameras when a scene 
is going on, although Smith usual- 
ly stays out of view of his ac- 
tors unless he must give signals 
to them or has some other spe- 
cific reason to remain visible. He 
doesn’t want to distract the peo- 
ple before the camera with his 
acting behind the camera. 


His activity isn’t madness but 
method. When his actors have 
done their stuff in rehearsal, 
Smith comes boiling out from be- 
hind the camera all warmed up 
to give his final directions. He 
claims he can be more articulate 
in that manner, get more out of 
his players, keep himself in pace 
with the tempo and more readily 
recapture it correctly when the 
same scene continues into another 
set — filmed, perhaps, a week 
later, depending upon the weather, 
time of the year, possible illness 
of an actor, or similar contingen- 
cies over which he has no control. 


Smith has the professional rep- 
utation of being the best action- 
thrill director in the business. 
His most recent job was the di- 
rection of “Secret Service of the 
Air,” first of the Warner Bros. 
“Secret Service Adventures” se- 
ries which opens next Friday at 
the Strand Theatre. 


Hitherto, Smith has filmed out- 
door pictures chiefly, though by 
no means all “Westerns,” and has 
put the action punch into ‘some 
of the most important films pro- 
duced by replacing the regular 
director in those sequences where 
dangerous stunts and breathless 
pace were required. 


See Next Page For Review And Additional Publicity 


[9] 


CURRENT PUBLICITY 


(Opening Day) 


Spy-Thriller Series 
Starts Today At Strand 


Hazardous and thrilling adven- 
tures of the men of the United 
States Secret Service will be dra- 
matized in a new series of Warner 
Bros. pictures ‘‘Secret Service Ad- 
ventures,’’ starring Ronald Rea- 
gan, which makes its bow at the 
Strand Theatre today. The lead- 
off film is ‘‘Secret Service of the 
Aa? 

The pictures of this series will 
not only be exciting and interest- 
ing but there will be no question 
of the authenticity of the incidents 
on which they are based, for all 
the plots will come from material 
furnished by W. H. Moran, former 
chief of the Secret Service. 

‘“Secret Service of the Air’’ is 
concerned mainly with the break- 
ing up of a gang which has been 
smuggling aliens into the United 
States by air... 

It is for this specific task that 
Reagan, who has been working as 
a pilot of China Clippers, is asked 
to join the service by a friend, 
played by John Litel, who is an 
official of the service. . 

He spends some time as a sup- 
posed convict in jail to gain infor- 
mation from a suspected, member 
of a smuggling ring, and on the 
basis of what he learns gets a job 
as a pilot of the apparently re- 
spectable air service whith is used 


by the smugglers. bob be 


Just as he is about to conclude 
his mission successfully, his real 
identity is learned by the smug- 
glers and he has to put up,a suc- 
cessful battle for his life before he 


ACTUAL ‘T-MEN’ 


STORIES FILMED 


The ‘‘dignity and public confi- 
dence’’ once enjoyed by police and 
other law-enforcement agencies 
will be restored through films, ae- 
cording to a plan announced by 
Warner Bros. 

At that studio a small board will 
be formed whose duties include 
scanning story material and finish- 
ed seripts to make sure that the 
favorable attitude toward law and 
its guardians 
is reserved at 
all times. The 
board will not 
only seek to 
eliminate the 
objectionable, 
but even more 
earnestly, 
it was an- 
nounced, to 
inject con- 
structive an- 
© VITAGRAPH, Inc. eg in stories 
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Ronald Reagan jaw enforce- 

ment. 

First to benefit will be the 
United States Secret Service. Glo- 
rifying this branch of the Treas- 
ury Department, a series of pic- 
tures starring Ronald Reagan has 
been launched, and one, ‘‘ Secret 
Service of the Air,’’ is now show- 
ing at the Strand Theatre. 

In line with the new policy, 
great care was used to represent 
the Service accurately. The first 
story comes directly from the files 
of ex-Chief William H. Moran. 

Behind the move is an intent on 
the part of Warner Bros. to ac- 
complish in the plot-picture field 
something of the good done with 
their Technicolor historical shorts, 
which are aimed to install patriot- 
ism as well as to entertain. It was 
pointed out that the studio was 
first to glorify the G-Man.’’ 


Must Play Safe! 


Ronald Reagan had one objec- 
tion to becoming a star in the 
Warner Bros. picture series start- 
ing with ‘‘Secret Service of the 
Air,’’ which opened Friday at the 
Strand Theatre. Before, when do- 
ing single pictures, he was allowed 
to ‘‘jump’’ horses, one of his fav- 
orite sports, between film assign- 
ments. Now he has been made to 
give up the sport entirely. 


can turn his prisoners and his evi- 
dence over to his superiors. 

Aside from Reagan and Litel, 
others prominent in the cast of 
‘“Seeret Service of the Air’’ in- 
elude Ila Rhodes, James Stephen- 
son, Eddie Foy, Jr., Rosella 
Towne, Anthony Averill and Ber- 
nard Nedell. 

The sereen play of this first pic- 
ture of the new series was written 
by Raymond Schrock, and the pro- 
duction was directed by Noel 
Smith, who is regarded as one of 
Hollywood’s top-notch directors of 
action pictures. 


rr 


EDDIE 1S BACK 
WITH A FOY FOY 


The sereen gained one of the 
most colorful and amusing figures 
of the modern stage when it sum- 
moned Eddie Foy, Jr., from Broad- 
way and London. 


Foy played a comedy-buddy to 
Ronald Reagan, hero of ‘‘Secret 
Service of the Air,’’ first of a 
Warner Bros. series about the Se- 
eret Service, which is now showing 
at the Strand Theatre. This is his 
second picture. He played a Cor- 
rigan-like role in Kay Francis’ 
picture, ‘‘ Women in the Wind’’— 
as comedy-buddy of hero William 
Gargan, also a flier, and actor and 
an Irishman. 


‘<Makes it confusing,’’ said Ed- 
die while acting in his second film. 
‘¢T don’t know which picture I’m 
1a 

Eddie is like that — full of 
amusing bewilderment, just as his 
famous father was before him, and 
he manages to do a great many 
things wrong. 

In His Majesty’s Theatre, Lon- 
don, he once got a step behind the 
orchestra in a dance routine on 
opening night. The audience howl- 
ed in totally un-English manner at 
the spectacle of his race to catch 
the orchestra, which caught the gag 
and raced ahead. So Eddie thought 
he’d cap the act for once, and div- 
ed headlong into the orchestra pit 
—right through the bass drum. 

He made a hit all right — but 
had to go through that routine 
from then on, and pay damages. 


Blonde Receives 
A Bigger ‘Vote’ 


Whether a red-headed siren or 
a blonde heroine would be the 
magnet for the greater number 
of masculine looks of apprecia- 
tion was the subject of research 
and probably a few bets on a 
Warner Bros. film set one day. 

All day long two of the most 
beautiful girls in pictures worked 
in ‘‘Seeret Service of the Air,’’ 
first film of a Warner Bros. se- 
ries starring Ronald Reagan, cur- 
rent attraction at the Strand The- 
atre. 

The blonde heroine was Ila 
Rhodes of Oklahoma, newest act- 
ing sensation on the Warner lot. 
She’s one of those disturbing, not 
soothing, types of blonde beauty. 
The equally disturbing red-head- 
ed siren was Rosella Towne, who 
has been luring men to their des- 
truction — in pictures — for 
over a year. 

Four observant and honest citi- 
zens connected with the picture 
set themselves, first thing in the 
morning, to note which girl got 
the greatest number of those: 
“Whew! Look what I’m seeing!” 
glances from men on the set. The 
men checked on were the crew, 
from Director Noel Smith to the 
grips and service boys, as well 
as any visitors who came that 
way. 


At the end of the day Ila had , 


scored 182 by the joint count of 
the board of four judges. Rosella 
trailed somewhat but had built 
up a nice score just the same. 
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RONALD REAGAN and RO- 
SELLA TOWNE are starred in 
the Warner Bros. expose of in- 
ternational spies, “‘Secret Service 
of the Air,” which is now at the 
Strand Theatre. 


TRAVEL NECESSARY 
FOR FUTURE ACTORS 


World travel will do a lot .to 
ward making actors out of Ameri- 
cans or Englishmen, in the opinion 
of James Stephenson. 

Stephenson, now on contract to 
Warner Bros., became a British 
stage and screen, star after an 
early life that included travel all 
over the world. In our films he 
currently finds himself a villain, 
and he is the Number One Menace 
in ‘‘Seeret Service of the Air,’’ 
first of Warner Bros. ‘‘Secret 
Service Adventures’’ series star- 
ring Ronald Reagan, which opens 
today at the Strand Theatre. 

‘¢Travel,’’?’ says Stephenson, 
‘‘helps your future actor in at 
least half-a-dozen ways. It jars 
him out of the mental rut that 
familiar people and surroundings, 
day after day, digs for him. He 
must meet strange people, cope 
with the difficulties of unfamiliar 
languages, customs and surround- 
ings. 

‘‘Thus he is not only given a 
broader point of view, but more 
confidence, ability to overcome ob- 
stacles. It cultivates his powers of 
observation, vital to an actor. 

‘<Winally, the average English- 
man and to a slightly smaller de- 
gree, American, is reserved and 
self-conscious, often to the point 
of downright awkwardness. This 
is overcome after he has been 
among the many unrepressed races 
and has encountered the many em- 
barrassing situations he will en- 
counter in much foreign travel.’’ 


In Love With Uniform 


Ronald Reagan was out one 
night in Hollywood with a Des 
Moines, Ia., girl who’d rather have 
folks think she was with a trans- 
port pilot than a film actor. 

She requested the Warner Bros. 
star to wear.the pilot’s uniform 
he wears in ‘‘Secret Service of the 
Air,’’ first of the Warner Bros. 
Secret Service series, which is cur- 
rent at the Strand Theatre. 


Jumping The Gun 


Ila Rhodes has been in two pie- 
tures only, ‘‘ Women in the Wind’? 
and ‘‘Secret Service of the Air,’’ 
the first has not yet been released 
and the second, just released, now 
at the Strand Theatre. Yet she has 
already received a fan request for 
an autographed picture from some- 
one who said, ‘‘I’ve seen all your 
pictures and enjoyed your screen 
characterizations immensely. ’’ 
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in some stunt scenes. 


(Review ) 


‘Secret Service Of The Air’ 
Brings Thrills To Strand 


The United States Secret Ser- 
vice made its debut as the subject 
of a new motion picture series be- 
ing produced by Warner Bros. 
with the opening of ‘‘Secret Ser- 
vice of the Air’’ yesterady at the 
Strand Theatre. 

It was an extremely auspicious 
debut, for this leadoff film proved 
to be so absorbing, thrilling and 
continuously interesting that every- 
one who saw it was undoubtedly 
made a fan for the whole series 
and will look forward with keen 
anticipation to the succeeding pic- 
tures. 

Much of the success of the ini- 
tial film must be attributed to the 
selection of Ronald Reagan to play 
the central character. 

As a type, he is ideal for the 
part, for he is, both in appearance 
and personality, the representative 
of all that is admirable in young 
American manhood. While he is 
tall and handsome, there is noth- 
ing of the pretty boy about him, 
for virility is‘ his outstanding 
characteristic. © 

The rest of the cast of the first 
picture is fully up to the standard 
set by the young star. John Litel 
gives his usual dependable perfor- 
mance as a Secret Service official; 
James Stephenson, as the most 
prominent of the several villains 
of the piece, gives another demon- 
stration of why his studio consid- 
ers him an ideal ‘‘heavy’’; Eddie 
Foy, Jr., in a humorous role, steals 
several of the scenes in which he 
appears; and it is difficult to make 


a choice between the charm pro- 
jected by Ila Rhodes and Rosella 
Towne even though the former is 
the heroine and the latter nomin- 
ally a villainess. 


The story, based upon material 
supplied by W. H. Moran, former 
chief of the Secret Service — and 
the plots of all the subsequent pic- 
tures will also come from Moran’s 
records and memories — was writ- 
ten by Raymond Schrock, and an 
exciting tale it is. 

It is concerned mainly with Rea- 
gan’s adventures in breaking up 
a gang which has been smuggling 
aliens into the United States from 
Mexico by air. At the outset, Rea- 
gan is a China Clipper pilot, but 
he leaves that job when Litel asks 
him to undertake this mission for 
the Secret Service. 


In order to get the evidence 
needed against the gang, Reagan 
first spends some time in jail as a 
supposed criminal and later be- 
comes a pilot for the very air line 
which does the work of the alien- 
smugglers. Before he succeeds in 
his mission, the smugglers learn 
his true identity and he has to use 
all the skill, courage and fighting 
ability at his command to get out 
of several very tight spots. 

The production was directed by 
Noel Smith and it moves along at 
such a spirited and thrilling pace 
that one easily understands why 
Smith has come to be rated as one 
of Hollywood’s foremost directors 
of outdoor action pictures. 


PARACHUTE TAKES 
STAR FOR A ‘RIDE’ 


Ronald Reagan had an unsched- 
uled parachute ride one day during 
the filming of ‘‘Secret Service of 
the Air,’’ the Warner Bros. pic- 
ture now playing at the Strand 
Theatre. It wasn’t through the 
air but along the ground, some- 
thing he found a lot more bumpy 
than the average bail-out. 

While working in the studio’s 
air tunnel, Reagan, star of the film, 
stepped before the wind blast used 
His para- 
chute, not intended for practical 
use in the air, began to unpack it- 
self, caught in the wind and yank- 
ed the actor down the tunnel and 
outside across a prop railroad 
track, to be caught up finally in 
the wire fence which surrounds the 
studio. 

His ‘‘ride’’ wasn’t more than 
fifty yards, but Reagan, former 
football player, claims he has sel- 
dom been handled more roughly. 
In sports-reporter and _ radio-an- 
nouncer days before becoming an 
actor, Reagan made many training 
jumps from planes. He is a re- 
serve officer in the army. 

The picture in which Reagan met 
his mishap was on its first day 
before the cameras. It is the ini- 
tial film of a series of Secret Ser- 
vice tales from the files of William 
H. Moran, former Chief of the 
United States Secret Service. 


Director Honored 
For Action Film 


Director Noel Smith has just re- 
ceived the Sydney, Australia, 
‘¢ Adventurers’ Club’’ medal for 
having made what the Aussies 
think the best action picture of 
recent years. It was ‘‘ Cherokee 
Strip,’’ a Warner Bros.. ‘‘ West- 
ern,’’ which introduced the song 
‘‘My Little Buckaroo.’’ Smith’s 
most recent directorial assignment 
was ‘‘Secret Service of the Air,’’ 
first of a series of six ‘‘Secret 
Service Adventures’’ pictures star- 


ring Ronald Reagan, which is' now 


at the Strand Theatre. 

Actors who work for Smith know 
him to be the most emotional di- 
rector on the lot. During the film- 
ing of a scene he stands back of 
the cameras, acting out the parts. 


Mat 106—15c 


RONALD REAGAN and ILA 
RHODES in Warner Bros.’ “Se- 
cret Service of the Air’? now at 
the Strand Theatre. This is the 
first in a series glorifying the 
United States Secret Service. 


WARNERS IN FAVOR - 
OF SERIES FILM 


Faith in the “series” type of 
picture is being heavily backed 
by the Warner Bros. Studio, 
which has just launched the stu- 
dio’s third, permanent series. 

Not only are the series pic- 
tures, such as “Torchy Blane,” 
increasing in number but more 
and more impressive productions 
are being given them. Tops in 
this respect is “Secret Service 
of the Air,” first of the “Secret 
Service Adventures” series star- 
ring Ronald Reagan, which is 
now playing at the Strand Thea- 
tre. avs 

On a similar scale is Warner 
Bros.’ tried-and-true “Torchy 
Blane” series with Glenda Farrell 
and Barton MacLane as leads, 
and the “Nancy Drew” series 
starring Bonita Granville, recent- 
ly launched. 

There is nothing tentative 
about the way Warner Bros. are 
launching their two new series. 
In most instances of the birth of 
a series in the past, the popular- 
ity of one film suggested a sequel, 
and from these two sprang a se- 
ries which, if meritorious, caught 
hold with the public and went on 
and on. 
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